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BOSTON COMMANDERY, K.T. 


OFFICE OF THE EmMInENT CoMMANDER, 
Boston, Mass., November g, 1899. 
Sir Kynicut: 

It becomes incumbent upon me at this time to lay before you the action of the Grand Commandery 
of Massachusetts and Rhode Island at its Annual Conclave held October 31, ultimo, relative to Life 
Membership in its subordinate Commanderies, and to state how that action bears upon a considerable 
portion of the members of Boston Commandery. 

The question of Life Membership having been alluded to by the Right Eminent Grand Commander 
in his annual address in 1895, the subject was referred to the Committee on Jurisprudence for examination 
and report. That Committee made its report May 20, 1897. We copy from that report the following, 
which refers to the matter under consideration : — 

‘*It seems to the Committee that in view of the importance of the subject Grand 
Commandery ought to legislate thereon to the extent at least of requiring, — 

‘‘First. That life membership fees when established shall be fixed at a sum 
equal at least to the amount of fifteen times the sum required as annual dues, and in no 
case to be less than fifty dollars.” 

Our life membership fee being fifty dollars, and the By-Law establishing it having been in force 
since 1874, it was construed by my predecessors — in which opinion I joined —that the act of the Grand 
Commandery of 1897 was covered by our existing By-Laws, which bore the approval of the Grand 
Commandery as follows: October 28, 1874, May 23, 1879, October 29, 1880, and May 24, 1894, 
presumably that of October 28, 1874, covering the one now under consideration. 

Recently the Grand Commander has been asked to give a ruling on the force and application of 
the recommendation above quoted, which was adopted in 1897. This request was in due course referred 
to the Committee on Jurisprudence, who reported the following : — 

“Resolved, That from and after the adoption of the order respecting life 
membership fees adopted May 20, 1897, the fees for life membership in any 


Commandery of this jurisdiction shall be at least fifteen times the sum required by its 
annual dues, but shall in no case be less than fifty dollars.” 


‘¢ The recommendation of the Committee was that all certificates of life membership issued after the 
adoption of this order on May 20, 1897, were subject to this regulation.” 

All efforts to have the Resolution take effect as of October 31, 1899 were successfully baffled, and 
the Grand Commandery, by a large majority, sustained the Committee on Jurisprudence in its interpreta- 
tion of the act of May 20, 1897. 

Thus are we brought to the consideration of the situation that Boston Commandery is in as regards 
the certificates of life membership issued to its members since May 20, 1897. The Grand Commandery 
having decided that they have been illegally issued, as to the amount paid by each Sir Knight, it must 
be conclusively held that that which is illegally done cannot be binding upon either of the contracting 
parties. From the action of the Grand Commandery there lies no appeal. By the advancing of our 
dues to eight dollars per year life membership zz the future becomes not less than one hundred and 
twenty dollars. 

The situation has been stated to so great length hoping that each Sir Knight interested may give it 
due consideration and decide for himself what are his own interests in the matter. 

It is optional with each Sir Knight who has paid fifty dollars within the specified time to consummate 
the life membership, so far perfected, by the payment of twenty-five dollars, thus making the seventy-five 
dollars which the Grand Commandery decides should have been paid at first; or the Sir Knight who has 
paid fifty dollars—which by the decision above referred to must be held as a partial payment of the fee 
—must have the right of receiving back that sum from the Commandery, less the regular yearly dues 
accruing to October, 1899, if any there be. 

Having tried to state the case clearly in all its bearings, it is hoped each Sir Knight interested will 
study it carefully as his interests may appear, and, having made his conclusion, advise the Recorder of 
it at no very distant day. 

Courteously and fraternally, 
ATTEST: J. GILMAN WAITE, 
HERBERT A. RHOADES, Eminent Commander. 
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